
2017 SEABOARD ROYAL SCHOLARS

Brent Miller
Oakland, NE
University of Nebraska- Lincoln, Freshman

Major(s): Agribusiness 
Brent is a student at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln, 
focusing on commodity marketing and merchandising. He 
is also working to obtain four minors, while staying involved 
on campus through the Nebraska Agricultural Youth Council, 
National Agri-Marketing Association, and Farmhouse Fraternity. 
Brent plans to achieve a Master’s degree in International Trade 
and Marketing, to then pursue a career within the financial, 
business and policy side of agricultural development.

Topanga McBride
Severance, CO
Kansas State University- Junior

Major(s): Agricultural Communications and Journalism, 
Agricultural Economics 
Topanga is a dual major student at Kansas State University, 
in agricultural communications/journalism and agricultural 
economics. Topanga is a former student advisory team member 
of AFA and is involved on campus through Sigma Alpha, 
Spoon University and Country Swing and Two Step Club. She 
plans to put her degree to work by sharing her experiences 
and knowledge with consumers, hoping to build a positive 
relationship between consumers and producers in agriculture. 

Jonathan Linke
Woonsocket, SD
South Dakota State- Sophomore

Major(s): Agronomy and Animal Science
Jonathan is a sophomore at South Dakota State, studying 
agronomy and animal science and minoring in agriculture 
business and marketing. Throughout his time as the State FFA 
Treasurer for South Dakota, Jonathan developed a love for 
public speaking; a skill he uses to advocate for the agricultural 
industry. He plans to obtain a career within production 
agriculture. 
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Haley Hinrichs 
Goodhue, MN
Iowa State University- Sophomore

Major(s): Agricultural Life Sciences Education Communications 
and Teacher Certificate Option
Haley is a student at Iowa State University and hopes to pursue 
a career in which she will advocate for agricultural literacy. In 
addition to her participation in the Iowa State Navigators, Iowa 
State Dairy Sience club, and the FFA organization, Haley served 
as the 64th “Princess Kay of the Milky Way”.

Jason Paine
Hutchinson, KS
Hutchinson Community College - Sophomore

Major(s): Animal Science (Pre-Vet)
Jason is a sophomore, studying animal science with a pre-vet 
focus. He chose pre-vet because of his passion for the health 
and well-being of livestock, and wants to help reduce the 
deficit in adequate large animal veterinarians. Jason served 
as the Ag Ambassador for the Reno County Farm Bureau, 
visiting multiple elementary schools to teach about production 
agriculture.

Macy Marek
Riverside, IA
Iowa State University – Sophomore

Major(s): Agricultural Education
Macy is currently a sophomore studying agricultural education, 
with a minor in animal science at Iowa State University. She 
plans to earn a teaching degree within agriculture in order to 
make a positive impact on the industry. Macy is a former Coca-
Cola scholar and a proud sixth generation farmer. Macy has 
served as a “Wintern” with our sponsor Seaboard Foods.
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Maxwell Mielke
Davenport, WA
Washington State University - Junior

Major(s): Agricultural Economics
Maxwell is studying agricultural economics with a minor in 
business administration, preparing for a career in promotional 
and production agriculture. He serves as an Ambassador for 
the College of Agriculture, Human, and Natural Resources 
Sciences at Washington State University. Maxwell also serves as 
the Washington Wheat Ambassador, promoting the agriculture 
industry.

Kaitlyn Dinges
Ness City, KS
Fort Hays State University – Junior

Major(s): Agricultural Business
As a junior at Fort Hays State University, Kaitlyn has 
participated in various student organizations, including Rodeo 
team, Rodeo club, Ag Business club, Economics club, and 
Beta Mu chapter of Sigma Alpha. She is studying agricultural 
business with a minor in economics, her career focal point is in 
risk management and farm financial management.
 

Paige Stevenson
Brazil, IN 
Purdue University- Junior

Major(s): Agribusiness Commodity Marketing 
Paige is a current student at Purdue University, studying 
agribusiness commodity marketing and minoring in farm 
management. She hopes to pursue a career in expanding 
farming operations through risk management and profit 
protection. She also plans to be a long-term volunteer for 
agricultural youth organizations to assist youth in finding their 
personal strengths and passions. 
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William Singer
Hermitage, TN
University of Tennessee at Martin – Junior

Major(s): Agricultural Production
After his involvement in the National FFA organization, William 
chose to major in agricultural production and minor in business 
administration. Among his community service roles, Will and 
his family prepare one thousand pounds of barbecue for his 
church’s annual picnic, along with involvement in the Local 
Food Network and Carr Elementary Accelerated Reading 
Program.

Carley Esser
Boonville, MO
University of Missouri – Senior

Major(s): Agriculture Education- Leadership
Carley is a junior at the University of Missouri, majoring in 
agricultural education- leadership. She is also minoring in 
international agriculture, agriculture economics, psychology, 
and a multicultural certificate. Carly has participated in the 
“Mizzou Alternative Breaks” program, and served as an English 
educator in Jinotega, Nicaragua.
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