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The BBQ Forum was founded by Ray Basso |ust before much
| internet act|V|ty occurred. The BBQ Forum orlglnally began
as a small group of outdoor cookmg enthusmstsb all gatherlng
under one roof. They dlscussed outdom' cooklng technlques,

i shared new |deas, and expOsed each other to reglonal styles from

across the nation. The BBQ Forum WaSJ the catalyst for | Iot of

" frlendshlps, knowledge, and business startup sucdess, whlch has ;\E
i changed the barbecue mdustry and |rnpacted thousands of I|ves, |
VERbE mduding the establlshment of the Barbecue Hall of Fame. In the i

late 90s’ to early 2000s’, Mlke Tucker mformally partnered up

W|th 'Ray, starting the first online BBQ Supply store, Hawgeyes i

. BBQ. Hawgeyes shipped BBQ forum members products and

represented them as a group. The forum members’ products were'

now being shipped across the nation. It Iaunched more cooks |nto

'competition BBQ than any other format from back in the late 905

and on. It quickly became a place for BBQ enthusiasts to share
advice, stories, and recipes.
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